


Context

• The narrative about education technology 
comes  into being alongside industrial 
capitalism and comparative advantage in the 
‘flat’ world of globalization. That’s the context 
in which we are told that teachers are too 
afraid to teach kids the tech skills required for 
the future. However….....





• Many of the top Ed-tech bloggers and 
tweeters focus on products and branding 
rather than pedagogy and power.











What Should be the focus of Ed-tech?

– digital redlining
– the extent to which our ‘open’ society is really black boxed
– online harassment, especially as this relates to race and gender
– privacy in a world of Big Data
– digital labor
– media and propaganda
– profits and corporate agendas
– the supply chains that lie underneath ‘knowledge work’
– the increasing precarity of workers
– climate justice
– the ways that technology embodies ideologies
– critical pedagogy

https://www.commonsense.org/education/privacy/blog/digital-redlining-access-privacy
http://www.hup.harvard.edu/catalog.php?isbn=9780674368279
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2016/apr/12/the-dark-side-of-guardian-comments
https://ar.al/notes/encouraging-individual-sovereignty-and-a-healthy-commons/
https://www.academia.edu/2303176/Introduction_to_Digital_Labor_The_Internet_as_Playground_and_Factory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manufacturing_Consent
http://hackeducation.com/2016/05/03/who-is-funding-this-bs
https://www.upress.umn.edu/book-division/books/a-geology-of-media
http://www.newyorker.com/culture/jia-tolentino/the-gig-economy-celebrates-working-yourself-to-death
https://www.lrb.co.uk/v38/n11/naomi-klein/let-them-drown
https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/technology-and-african-american-experience
https://www.amazon.ca/Teaching-Transgress-Bell-Hooks/dp/0415908078











